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Erie County Fire Advisory Board 
Meeting Minutes 

November 17, 2005 
 

Call to Order & Opening Prayer 
Roll Call: 

Chairman Gerald Wittington Present  Co-Chairman Douglas Larkin Excused 
 Sec./Treasurer John Wicka Present  Dennis Allen   Excused  
 Bruce Atkins   Present  Charles Bethge   Absent  
 William Boldt   Absent  Daniel Carrier   Present 
 Todd Catalano   Present  James Carr   Excused  
 Donald Connolly  Present  Michael D’Orazio  Absent  
 Keith Dillingham  Absent  Michael Gates   Excused 
 Dennis Gibbs   Absent  Christopher Higgins  Excused  
 Daniel Kamman   Present  James Lawida   Present  
 Richard Litfin   Present  Richard Mariani   Absent  
 Robert Mueller   Present  Edward Saternus  Present  
 Tony Schueckler  Excused Charles Stewart   Absent  
 William G. Szewc  Present   
 
Reading of Minutes of Previous Meeting: A motion was made by W G Szewc, seconded by R Mueller to 
accept the October minutes as presented by the Secretary.  The motion was duly voted on and carried. 
 
Reading of Correspondence:  The correspondence was read and those items needing further attention were 
held over for either old or new business. 
 
A letter from received from Jim Carr advising of his resignation from the FAB effective 12/31/05. 
 
Officer Reports: 
Chairman’s Report: Chairman Whittington reported on the following: 

• Copies of the 2006 Emergency Services budget were presented and held for further discussion under 
the Deputy Commissioner’s report. 

• Reported on the November 10 joint meeting with the presidents and vice presidents of the county’s 
four major fire service organizations and Commissioners Walters and Commerford to discuss the 
anticipated and proposed merger between Emergency Services and Central Police Services.  A new 
department will be formed named Department of Public Safety.  The meeting resulted in a clearer 
picture of what the proposal will entail and how the new department will be made up.  Commissioner 
Commerford gave an excellent presentation and answered all questions that were presented.  All 
concerns were discussed and all in attendance came away with a positive impression.  Emergency 
Services will continue to exist along with the three advisory boards and three deputy commissioners.  
A Board of Trustees will be established with representatives from the three advisory boards and other 
stakeholders.  A draft chart was drawn on the board (see attachment). 

• Also discussed at the meeting was the SWN project and the digital alerting project and the status of 
each.  It was decided that the FAB will be the “clearing house” for further dissemination of information 
to the major fire service organizations. 

 
Don Connolly reported that County Executive Giambra will be meeting with the Town of Tonawanda fire 

companies to discuss 800 MHz and alerting. 
 
Co-Chairman’s Report: No report 
 
Secretary’ Report: J Wicka reported that work continues on putting all the prior minutes in PDF format which 
will be archived on CD-ROM. 
 
Commissioner’s & Committee Reports 
Commissioner’s Report: No report 
 
Deputy Commissioner’s Report: Deputy Commissioner McCullough reported on the following: 

• Distributed an updated Erie County/OFPC training schedule effective 11/15/05 (see attached) 
• The Amherst and Chestnut Ridge training towers will be closed as of 11/21/05. 
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• The first name on the Wall of Fame has been placed, that being Vern Callahan from Doyle Hose. 
• Received an e-mail from Chief Wutz at OFPC regarding the training incident that occurred on 10/10/05.  

Chief Wutz was not able to meet yet with the instructors involved due to illness but he plans on doing so 
in the coming weeks.  He reported he did communicate with some of the students and he found that 
contrary to earlier reports, they felt they were not in danger during the evolution.  The investigation will 
continue.  Deputy Commissioner McCullough continues to feel that some of the comments coming from 
the State Fire Instructors (SFIs) continue to be inappropriate and he will discuss this with Chief Wutz.  He 
does not know the status of the SFIs involved in the evolution or if they were suspended by OFPC as 
recommended by the FAB at the last meeting.  A motion was made by W G Szewc, seconded by D 
Connolly, that until such time the investigation is completed that these two SFIs not be scheduled for any 
future courses. The motion was duly voted on and carried. 

• Reported on the 2006 Emergency Services budget and advised that: 
o Approximately $38,500 remains from the grant from Senator Volker.  This will be carried over to 

the 2006 year for training.   
o Full-time secretary will split time between Emergency Medical Services and Fire Safety. 
o A radio tech position was restored. 
o Building and Grounds will continue to maintain all facilities 
o He has not yet had the opportunity to discuss in detail the budget with Deputy Commissioners 

Skibitsky and Messing but plans on doing so soon. 
• Discussed plaques and certificates for outgoing FAB members.  A motion was made by D Connolly, 

seconded by D Carrier, that the Chairman have plaques made for Jim Carr and Tony Schueckler as they 
had more than five years of service to the FAB and that a certificate be presented to Mike D’Orazio in 
recognition of his service.  The motion was duly voted on and carried. 

 
Chairman Whittington, referring to the ongoing investigation concerning the SFIs, he advised that when the 
interviews are conducted by Chief Wutz with the SFIs, he, Deputy Commissioner McCullough and Tony 
Schueckler will meet with him to discuss the situation.   
 
School Committee: No report. 
 
Drill Towers Committee: W G Szewc reported on the following: 

• Again noted the dates that the two towers will be shutting down for the season. 
• Will prepare a list of needed repairs to the facilities for B&G for both Amherst and Chestnut Ridge. 
• The Chairman inquired if Condition Reports are being reviewed and was advised that he has not received 

any for the last month.  W G Szewc advised that at times the reports are not completed properly.  It was 
decided that this needs to be discussed with the instructors at the annual meeting.  It was suggested that 
failure to complete the reports properly could result in holding back any paychecks.  This will be 
discussed further. 

 
• Amherst Tower Proposal- Status Report: J Lawida reported that this matter was referred to the 

Amherst town attorney who will be discussing this with the county attorney.  W G Szewc suggested the 
Secretary send the detailed proposal to the four fire service organizations to solicit written input from 
those organizations.  This will provide stakeholder input on this issue.  The secretary advised he would 
comply with the suggestion. 

 
• Town of Hamburg Training Initiative: J Wicka briefed the FAB on efforts underway in Hamburg to 

locate a mobile live burn building which is being purchased through a FEMA grant obtained by Hamburg 
Fire Department.  He advised he met with the Hamburg committee and learned that the reason they are 
pursing this stems from the 2005 budget crisis and the desire to make sure that Town of Hamburg 
departments have a place to train should this crisis ever occur again.  He learned that the committee 
intends to work with the county and other towns to promote the use of the facility.  At the present time, the 
Hamburg Chiefs are working with the town board to find a location to house the building.  He will report 
more as information become available and the project develops. 

 
Radio Committee: Chairman Whittington reported on the following: 

• There is a press conference scheduled for 11/18/05 to announce the SWN project and alerting project.   
• There will be a meeting scheduled for the 800 MHz committee soon to bring them up-to-date on the 

aspects of the projects. 
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Deputy Commissioner McCullough reported that someone gave a county highway employee permission to install 
a county fire radio into a county pickup.  He and Chairman Whittington discussed this with fire radio and the 
person who requested the radio and reversed the earlier permission to install it stating this was outside the use 
guidelines. 
 
 
Legislation & Fire Prevention:  D Carrier reported on the following: 

• He attended the FASNY legislative conference and reported FASNY reduced their proposed legislative 
list to 17 items. 

• Spoke about the 100 Club program on autopsies covering members who experience a LODD to make 
sure their families get the benefits they are entitled to.  Deputy Commissioner McCullough spoke about 
the LODD of the Collins firefighter.  The 100 Club became involved and also the stress debriefing team.  
Jim thanked Jim Guy for his assistance in working with this. 

• FASNY is offering a $50,000 life insurance policy tied to their credit union. 
 
Chairman Whittington briefed the FAB about a SAFER grant his department received for recruitment and 
retention in the amount of $288,000.  They plan on working this similar to a 401K plan and it may replace their 
LOSAP program.  They are looking on how this will effect their members and will distribute the program details 
when completed. 
 
Budget & Wall of Fame: Chairman Whittington advised that C Bethge is working on the guidelines and 
anyone who has suggestions or recommendations should forward them to Charley.  
 
Rules & Mutual Aid: The Chairman received a formal report from J Carr and recommended that all members 
review it for recommendations and changes resulting from the coming organizational changes.  We will hold off on 
making any final changes and printing until after the charter change. 
 
Erie County Chiefs: No report. 
 
Erie County Vol. Firemen’s Assoc.: No report as everything else was covered in the legislative report.  D 
Carrier reminded everyone of the scheduled seminar on 5/12/06 on terrorism 
 
Fire District Officers: The next meeting is at Reserve and will be held in December. 
 
Fire Police: No report. 
 
Old Business 
Springville Generator:  The Chairman reported that additional correspondence was exchanged between 
Commissioner Walters and the Village of Springville regarding the condition and requested replacement of the 
back-up generator at their village hall.  Commissioner Walters again replied that the county will assist with 
maintenance of the unit but cannot replace it.  T Catalano advised that it appears the village may be looking at 
getting a grant to replace the unit. 
  
New Business   
800 MHz and Lancaster’s Radio Upgrade: R Mueller advised that Lancaster FC is looking at upgrading their 
frequencies to 400 and asked for the time table of the 800 MHz/SWN project.  They are weighing their options.  J 
Wicka and G Whittington brief on the proposed and anticipated time table will be 15 months based on the 
requirements of the proof of concept.  R Mueller stated this will help with the decision making process for 
Lancaster. 
 
Commissioner Walter’s Retirement: The chairman advised that a retirement party will be held for 
Commissioner Walters on 12/1 at Evans Center.  Tickets are available from different sources. 
 
Clarification on State Courses: W G Szewc stated he heard from different sources that future county fire 
training courses will be switched to state sponsored OFPC courses.  Deputy Commissioner McCullough advised 
he has not heard anything to substantiate this information.  Also discussed was a rumor that live fire evolutions 
will now require that a RIT be at the location.  Again, Deputy Commissioner McCullough advised he has not heard 
anything to substantiate this information. 
 
Treasurer’s Report J Wicka reported a prior balance of $458.24 and tonight’s receipts of $12.00 for a new 
balance of $470.24. 
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Adjournment  
 
A motion was made by W G Szewc, seconded by D Carrier to adjourn at 9:15 with the next meeting scheduled for 
Thursday December 15, 2005.  There will be refreshments and food served at the next meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
John R. Wicka 
Secretary 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
John R. Wicka 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 
 
















